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Mr President,

Sierra Leone welcomes the delegation of Sweden and thanks them for their comprehensive national report which details the progress which has been made since their last review.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]My delegation commends Sweden for its record on human rights and for its constant and steadfast support to developing countries through the foreign direct assistance it has offered over the years. Indeed, as one of the largest donors in the world and the third largest bilateral humanitarian aid donor, Sweden should be commended for providing consistently, one per cent of its GNI for international aid, thus contributing, in no small way, to the promotion and protection of human rights in developing countries.

Sierra Leone notes, with satisfaction, the new action plan for the protection of children against human trafficking.

This said, my delegation would however like to urge Sweden to further efforts to promote religious tolerance, social integration among the various ethnic groups and immigrant communities in the county. 

Sierra Leone has the following recommendations:

1. Ratify the ICRMW.

2. Establish an independent national human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles. 
3. Prosecute cases of hate crimes, either on the basis of race or religious belief.


Sierra Leone wishes Sweden a successful completion to this review process.

Thank you, Mr President. 
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